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I had. a long and interesting conversation today with Tran 
Van Tuyen, who asked me to see him. I had known Tuyen well 
when I was in Saigon before. He is well known to the Embassy 
for his strong nationalist views as well as his cryptic political 
maneuverings. Tuyen is extremely articulate, intelligent and 
stimulating, but I believe his own brightness has come to 
plague rather than help him. He is today, I believe, a shady 
and clandestine character, a man without a real cause, and 
• gives every evidence of becoming a professional dissenter 
in a nation where dissension has been raised to an art. 

Tuyen put the anti— Diem position to me as clearly as 
anybody could since my return to Saigon. Tuyen and his camp 
followers (Pham Huy Quat is probably the most prominent among 
them) consider Diem a "feudal dictator”, rather than a dic- 
tator in the sense that the French have described him. Basically, 
they believe he is not too bad but is surrounded by hopeless in- 
competents who have misled and misguided him. They are also 
sharply critical of his strong pro-American leanings. They 
consider him a stubborn man who has outdone the Vietminh 
in suppression of liberties, particularly his censorship of 
the press. Tuyen was particularly vocal on this point, and 
he declared more than once that Vietnam needs a free press 
which would only bring government intervention if it preached 
rebellion or Communism. 

The most rewarding information I got from the conversation 
was the news that Pham Huy Quat was ready to present Ambassador 
Collins with a plan apparently worked out with Tuyen for a 
settlement of the present political finagling. This plan fore- 
sees that Bao Dai would definitely remain as Chief of State* 

The plan, as I understand it, envisages a step— by— step procedure /C^****^ 
leading toward the eventual establishment of a provisional ( 

national assembly! Under it, the first step would be the pro- L 
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vincial elections of two representatives to a so-called repre- 
sentative council, who would meet in Saigon. These elected 
representatives would he aided hy representatives chosen by 
Bao Dai, who would not exceed two-fifths of the total electors. 
These representatives, in turn, would decide on arrangements 
for a second election of delegates from the provinces to a pro- 
vigiona lfl national assembly. It would be the task of the pro- 
SEG&exSS^assembly to make recommendations for a charter and a 
constitution. 

Tuyen is definitely opposed to general elections. They 
are too risky, he declared, and he is afraid of them. He is 
also opposed to the creation of a national assembly outright 
without the preliminary steps. I had the feeling that Tuyen 
and Quat had drawn up a plan which was agreeable to Bao Dai 
and which possibly is the basis of the so-called plan of 
action which Bao Dai had hoped to present to Dulles in Paris. 

One doubt nagged me during the entire Tuyen monologue — 

I had little opportunity to talk, since Tuyen is vocal and 
voluble. It seemed to me that, despite Tuyen* s strong anti- 
communist stand, what he and his colleagues basically want 
here is an "arrangement" with the Vietminh. That is, it seems 
to me his violent anti-Diem stand is based pretty much on the 
fact that Diem really wants to build a strong anti-Communist 
Vietnam. Tuyen, on the other hand, has never taken the Viet- 
minh seriously as a threat, and since intelligent Vietnamese 
have made a profession of fence-sitting, it is obvious that 
they want now, as much as ever, to be where the wind blows. 

It is significant, I think, that Tuyen* s ideas are pretty 
similar to those of many French in Saigon who also visualize 
an "arrangement" as the only viable solution here. 
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